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David Hook's article in Celestinesca 6, i (May 1982). pp. 1-7, on 
three variations on a Petrarchan theme, devotes a useful and 
substantial note (no. 5) to an examination of Christine de Pizan's 
possible knowledge of Petrarch, indicating that 'Christine does not, 
however, appear to mention Petrarch by name.' Christine does mention 
and quote Petrarch explicitly in the Livre de la citd des dames:l "Et 
de ce bien dit voir Petrac, qui dist: '0 fol homrne: tu  desires avoir 
enffans, mais tu ne puez avoir nulz sy mortelz annemis: car, se tu es 
povre, ils seront tands de toy et desireront ta mort pour en estre 
deschargiez; et se tu es, riche, ilz ne la desireront pas moins pour 
avoir le tien'." CurnowL has not been able to trace these specific 
words in the most likely source, Petrarch's De remediis utriusque 
Fortunae, translated (as Hook mentions) for Charles V by Jean Daudin, 
but points to the fact that the ideas are similar to those found in many 
passages in this particular work. 
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