
CELES TINESCA 

3. La t e r c e r a  de l a s  t r e s  Celestinas s e r z  e s t r e n a d a  en e l  TEATRO 
ESPANOL como p a r t e  de  l a  temporada 1984-1985. C i t o  de E l  pais d e l  23 de  
sep t i embre  de  1984 l a  poca informaci6n  que a  e s t a s  a l t u r a s  se sabe :  "Entre  
10s demk p royec tos  que completan l a  temporada 1984-1985 d e l  Espafiol 
d e s t a c a  e l  e s t r e n o  de  una nueva v e r s i 6 n  de  La Celestina, que d i r i g i r z  e l  
p rop io  d i r e c t o r  d e l  c e n t r o  Miguel Nar ros ,  y  que comprender6 l a  v e r s i 6 n  
i n t e g r a ,  p o r  p r imera  vez en Espaiia, de e s t a  ob ra  de  Fernando d e  Rojas .  Se 
r e p r e s e n t a r d  d e l  15  de f e b r e r o  a 1  21 d e  a b r i l ,  y  durara'  c i n c o  h o r a s ,  por 
10 que se t i e n e  p r e v i s t a  l a  i n c l u s i 6 n  d e  una cena en e l  i n t e r m e d i o  de  l a  
obra" (p.  37) .  

I V .  CELESTINA en un e s c e n a r i o  lond inense :  

La compaiiia d e l  DRAMA CENTRE LONDON ( 1 7 6 , P r i n c e  of Wales Road, London 
NW 5) p r e s e n t 6  una CeZestina, d i r i g i d a  p o r  Chr i s tophe r  FETTES, e l  27-28-29 
y 30 de noviembre, a l a s  7 d e  l a  t a r d e .  Pensamos poder informar  n u e s t r o s  
l e c t o r e s  s o b r e  e s t a  producc i6n  en e i  pr6ximo n ihe ro .  

V. CELESTINA i n  C a l i f o r n i a :  

P r o f e s s o r  Hugh M. Richmond, of t h e  Univ. of C a l i f o r n i a  a t  Bcrke ley ' s  
Department of Eng l i sh ,  w r i t e s  t h a t  as a r e s u l t  of t each ing  CeZestina, and 
of u s ing  v ideo taped  performances of dramas f o r  s c h o l a r l y  and i n s t r u c t i o n a l  
purposes ,  h e  produced h i s  own t e l e v i s i o n  v e r s i o n  of Rojas '  mas t e rp i ece  t o  
t a k e  advantage of i t s  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  Romeo and J u l i e t .  P r o f .  Richmond 
t eaches  a  course  t h e r e  on Backgrounds of Eng l i sh  L i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  Conti- 
n e n t a l  Renaissance i n  which p a r t  of t h e  c o n t e x t  f o r  Romeo and J u l i e t  is  Ce- 
Zestina. The s t u d e n t s  a r e  n o n - s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  Spanish and t h i s  c r e a t e d  t h e  
motive f o r  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  p r o v i d e  some l i v e l y  s e n s e  of t h e  main o u t l i n e s  of 
t h e  C a l i s t o  and Melibea s t o r y  i n  v i d e o t a p e  form. H i s  v e r s i o n ,  p repa red  i n  
t h e  autumn of 1981, i s  about  55 minutes  running  time and s t r e s s e s  s cenes  
analogous t o  some i n  t h e  Shakespeare p l a y .  The p roduc t ion  u s e s  16th-centu- 
r y  costumes and a p p r o p r i a t e  l o c a t i o n s .  The p l a y e r s  were s t u d e n t s  r e c r u i t e d  
from a wide v a r i e t y  of d i s c i p l i n e s ,  mos t ly  w i t h i n  t h e  human i t i e s .  The re- 
s u l t i n g  v e r s i o n  of Celestina proved s u f f i c i e n t l y  e f f e c t i v e  t o  b e  shown wi th  
r epea t ed  succes s  on t h e  weekly "Open Windows" t e l e v i s i o n  program ( a  c a b l e  
program from t h e  UC-Berkeley campus) w i t h  i t s  approximately one m i l l i o n  
household audience  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  

I n  t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r ,  Prof .  Richmond i s  c r o s s - e d i t i n g  CeZestina w i t h  a  
recent ly-completed f u l l - l e n g t h  t e l e v i s i o n  v e r s i o n  of Romeo and JuZiet.  To 
t h i s  v e r s i o n  a  commentary w i l l  be  added which w i l l  emphasize,  th rough com- 
p a r i s o n s ,  t h e  tone ,  s t y l e ,  s e t t i n g ,  and c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  of t h e  two works. 

Any persons  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  viewing o r  s e c u r i n g  a  copy of t h e  video- 
t a p e s  of e i t h e r  work shou ld  c o n t a c t :  D r .  P a u l  Shepard,  Educa t iona l  Te lev i -  
s i o n  O f f i c e ,  U n i v e r s i , t y  of C a l i f o r n i a ,  Berkeley,CA 94720 


