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PREFACE ....* 
It was wi th  some t r e p i d a t i o n  t h a t  I agreed t o  organize  a  volume of 

CeZestinesca dedicated  t o  Stephen Gilman, my mentor a t  Harvard, n o t  be- 
cause I have anything b u t  t h e  h i g h e s t  regard  f o r  t h e  exce l l ence  of t h i s  
inva luab le  n e w s l e t t e r  and journa1;but because I know of S t e v e ' s  genera l -  
l y - l o w  opinion of f e s t s c h r i f t e n  and volumes of t h a t  i l k .  Le t  m e  t h e r e f o r e  
has ten  t o  a s s u r e  him t h a t  t h i s  i s  n o t  a 'proper '  homage volume, b u t  
merely a  s l i g h t l y  d i sgu i sed  i s s u e  of CeZestinesca which g i v e s  t h e  e d i t o r  
and a  s e l e c t i o n  of h i s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  board of adv i sors  t h e  oppor tun i ty  
t o  thank Steve f o r  h i s  unique c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  CeZestina s t u d i e s .  Because 
I know t h a t  i t  would embarrass him I w i l l  n o t  say t h a t  wi thout  h i s  A r t  of 
'La Celestina' much modern c r i t i c i s m  of t h i s  masterpiece  ( f o r  example my 
own) would simply n o t  have been p o s s i b l e ,  nor w i l l  I p r a i s e  t h e  unique 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  The Spain of  Fernando de Rojas has  made t o  our  know- 
ledge of t h e  f i f t e e n t h  century,  I w i l l  conf ine  myself i n s t e a d  t o  t h e  re- 
c o l l e c t i o n  of h i s  in t roduc to ry  course  t o  medieval Spanish l i t e r a t u r e  
which I a t tended over twenty yea rs  ago. H i s  i n s p i r e d  t each ing  of t h i s  
c l a s s  confirmed m e  i n  my determinat ion t o  concen t ra te  on f i f t een th -cen tu -  
ry Spanish l i t e r a t u r e .  Nor am I t h e  only  d i s c i p l e  thus  i n s p i r e d ,  as my 
Harvard contemporaries George Shipley and Michael Ruggerio w i l l  a t t e s t .  
For Steve  is a  t r u l y  ex t raord ina ry  t eacher ,  one whose concern t o  communi- 
c a t e  h i s  love  and understanding of l i t e r a t u r e  s h i n e s  out  i n  every c l a s s .  
It is  t h i s  dimension of h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  one which h i s  
books can only h i n t  a t ,  t h a t  I wish t o  c e l e b r a t e  i n  t h i s  b r i e f  preface .  
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