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The method of hunting desc r ibed  by PBrmeno's remark t h a t  'E l  f a l s o  
boezuelo con s u  blando cencer ra r  t r a e  l a s  pe rd ices  a l a  r ed '  (Celestina, 
XI) has  been explained by Dorothy S. Sever in ,  who quotes  t h e  accounts gi -  
ven by t h e  Celestina comentada manuscript of the  second ha l f  of t h e  s ix-  
t e e n t h  century and a seventeenth-century I t a l i a n  s 0 u r c e . l  The i d e n t i t y  of 
t h e  avian quarry of t h i s  p e c u l i a r  technique has  been es tab l i shed  by Keith 
~ h i n n o m . ~  It remains only t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h a t  t h e  use of t h e  buey was in- 
deed known i n  f i f t een th -cen tu ry  Spain f o r  t h e  explanat ion of t h e  commenta- 
t o r  t o  be  accepted a s  the  d e f i n i t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of PCrmeno's a l l u s i o n .  

Independent corroborat ion of t h e  use  of t h i s  method i s  provided by no 
l e s s  an a u t h o r i t y  than Pedro C a r r i l l o  de  Huete, halconero mayor of King 
Juan 11. C a r r i l l o  desc r ibes  an i n c i d e n t  i n  1420 i n  which he took posses- 
sion, a i d e d - o n l y  by Diego L6pez de Ayala, of the  v i r t u a l l y  unguarded c a s t l e  
of Montalbsn on behalf of King Juan. Having l e f t  Diego L6pez t o  secure  t h e  
g a t e ,  C a r r i l l b e n t e r e d  t h e  keep: 

E sob i6  por o t r a  e s c a l e r a  que a b i a  o t r o s  t a n t o s  escalones ,  con vn 
puiial en l a  mano, f a s t a  enyima de  l a  t o r r e ,  donde t e n f a  e l  a l c a i d e  
s u  cama. E desque fGe suso,  non s e n t i d  que a b i a  ome nenguno; e 
v ido  a 1  a l c a i d e  andar a caGa de  p e r d i ~ e s  con b ~ e y e s . ~  

The Refundid& de la cr6nica del hatconero con ta ins  a s i m i l a r  account: 

Y sub i6  f a s t a  10 a l t o  de l a  t o r r e ,  donde e l  a lcayde t e n i a  su cama, 
y non f a l l 6  persona que 10 es to ruase .  Y desde 10 a l t o  de l a  t o r r e  
v i 6  a 1  alcayde andar a caga de  pe rd izes  con b ~ e ~ e s . 4  

The modern e d i t o r  of t h e  two c h r o n i c l e s  concerned suggests  t h a t  'La 
escena d e l  c a s t i l l o  de Monta lbh  . . . e s t s  e s c r i t a ,  por 10 menos, d i e z  
aiios despuds de l a  hazaiia d e l  halconero '  (RefundiciBn, p .  xcv i ) ,  and mar- 
v e l s  a t  t h e  au thor ' s  prodigious  memory; b u t  C a r r i l l o ' s  account of what t h e  
absen t  aleaide was' doing while  h i s  c a s t l e  was being taken has t h e  r i n g  of 
t r u t h .  Besides desc r ib ing  an a c t i v i t y  which was r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  own pro- 
f e s s i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  a l though unfor tuna te ly  without  any of the  d e t a i l s  
given by t h e  s ixteenth-century commentator of Celestina, he is desc r ib ing  
what must indeed have been a most memorable moment i n  h i s  l i f e .  We may 
thus  accept  t h a t  hunt ing with  bueyes was p r a c t i s e d  a t  Montalbgn i n  the  
1420's.  
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Even i f ,  however, Pedro C a r r i l l o  d e  Huete had embroidered t h e  h i s t o r -  
i c a l  r e a l i t y  by making t h e  aleaide appear i n  h i s  account doing something 
s p e c t a c u l a r l y  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  given what was happening behind h i s  back, h i s  
a l l u s i o n  t o  t h e  use  of bueyes t o  hunt  perdizes would s t i l l  b e  important  
evidence of t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  p r a c t i c e  i n  Spain a t  t h e  t ime of w r i t i n g  
t h e  ch ron ic le .  C a r r i l l o ' s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h i s  a c t i v i t y  wi thout  any ex- 
p l a n a t i o n  a s  t o  what t h e  c r y p t i c  phrase  'andar a  caga de  p e r d i z e s  con 
bueyesl a c t u a l l y  involved sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  concept was f a m i l i a r  enough a t  
t h a t  time t o  r e q u i r e  none of t h e  kind of e l u c i d a t i o n  f o r  which we a r e  in-  
debted t o  P ro f .  Sever in .  There a r e ,  however, some r e s i d u a l  problems, f o r  
C a r r i l l o ' s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p l u r a l  bueyes sugges t s  t h a t  t h i s  method of hunt ing 
d i d  not  i n v a r i a b l y  use  a  s i n g l e  decoy a s  shown i n  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  repro- 
duced by Pro f .  Sever in  and Pro fesso r  Whinnom and a s  implied i n  Plrmeno's 
phrase;  nor  i s  i t  c l e a r  whether t h e  aleaide was d i sgu i sed  a s  an ox,  o r  
merely d i r e c t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a l though t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  was i d e n t i f i a b l e  
from t h e  top of t h e  keep might favour  t h e  l a t t e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

These ques t ions  do n o t ,  however, a f f e c t  the  va lue  of C a r r i l l o ' s  t e s -  
timony f o r  s t u d e n t s  of CeZestina, and t h e  ch rono log ica l  problem posed by 
t h e  d a t e  of t h e  accounts  p rev ious ly  known is  resolved by h i s  informat ion.  
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