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JUAN DE LA, CUEVA'S SONNET ON.  CELESTINA 

Ivy Corf is  
Un ive rs i t y  of  Wisconsin 

Barfolome Jose Gallardo, i n  volume 2 of  his Ensoyo d e  una bibl ioteca 
espaiiola d e  l i b ros  ra ros  y curiosos, number 1964, column 661, mentions 
a sonnet b y  Juan de la Cueva: "En la sepoltura de Celestina: F.  La que 
encendio 10s pechos mas helados..  .," found in  De /as r imas d e  Juan de 
l a  Cuevo, p r imera  pa r te .  Present ly,  t he  Bibl ioteca Colombina i n  Sevi l le 
houses Ms. .82-2-4: 

De /as Rimas / d e  / van  d e  l a  Cveva / pr imera  Par te  / D i r i g i -  
das  / a1 Doctor Clovdio d e  l a  Cveva / l nqu is ido r  apostolico, y 
v is i tador  / de  l a  Santa lnqu is ic ion  d e l  r e y n o  / d e  Sicilio, &c. 

T h e  manuscr ip t  is o f  s ix teenth-century ,  and possibly ea r l y  seventeenth- 
cen tu ry ,  hand; 4'; 221. . + 376. ff. + 11.; 20.8 cm. X 15 cm.;  approx i -  
mately 22 lines; f i r s t  p a r t  dated approximately 1603 accord ing t o  dedica- 
t ion an,d pro logue signed b y  t h e  au thor  on January  1, 1603; lacks part 
of  t h e  .Tobla a t  t h e  end. 

T h e  sonnet appears i n  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  Rimas, on f f .  144r -v .  
Here, f o r  t h e  readers of  Celestinesca, is my t ranscr ip t ion :  

Soneto ,106. en la sepoltura de  Celestina 

La que  encendio 10s pechos mas elados, 
[ f .  144v . I  i ablando 10s mas duros coraqones, 
la que pudo  con fuerqa d e  razones 
10s animos mover rnas l iber tados.  

La que  f u e  d u k e  al ibio a 10s cuydados 
del que  Amor t rae  sugeto a sus pasiones, 
la q u e  j un to  contrar ias condiciones, 
i d io  salud a mil desafusiados. 

La q u e  contra el  desden t u v o  derecho, 
amanso iras, i aplaco acidentes, 
i pus0  en paz de  Amor la mortal  gue r ra  

La q u e  d io  muerte al odio, i al despecho, 
i al lano el  passo a 10s inconvenientes 
yaze en seys pies desta escavada t i e r r a .  



T h e  f i g u r e  o f  Celestina t h a t  emerges f rom t h e  four teen l ines of  t h i s  
sonnet demonstrates t h e  fam i l i a r i t y  t h e  au tho r  has w i t h  Rojas' character  
creat ion,  since none o f  t h e  subsequent  "Celestinas" could be made t o  fit 
t h i s  b r o a d  descr ip t ion.  

t *  t *  

Program cover  f rom Dav id  G i lmore 's  a d a p t a t i o n  o f  "Ce les t ina" ,  
THE FRUITS OF LOVE (see pages 31-32) 


