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Professor Mack Singleton, a n a t i v e  Kentuckian bu t  t ransp lanted t o  
Oklahoma i n  h i s  boyhood, d ied  a t  age 72 i n  Madison on August 10 a f t e r  a 
leng thy  i l l n e s s .  He had been devot ing h i s  t ime s ince re t i rement  t o  the 
complet ion o f  a book on Cervantes and t o  extensive notes t o  the L i b r o  de 
buen amor, both o f  which p ro j ec t s  were l e f t  uncompleted. Except f o r  the 
years  1939 t o  1947, when he was a t  Queens College (New York) and i n  army 
i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  Europe, h i s  e n t i r e  teach ing career was connected w i t h  the 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Wisconsin where there  l ong  were two CeZestina scholars:  
Dean J. H. H e r r i o t t  and Yack Singleton..  Both gave f requent  seminars i n  
the Celest inaand produced a se r ies  of scholars  who cont inue t o  devote 
themselves t o  t h i s  masterpiece. 

Professor S ing le ton was e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  sens i t i ve  t o  the q u a l i t i e s  
of t he  Engl ish language, and nowhere d i d  he b r i n g  t h i s  g i f t  t o  bear bet -  
t e r  than on h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Celest ina.  This Engl ish version, pub- 
l i s h e d  by the Un i ve r s i t y  of Wisconsin Press, has had very wide c i r c u l a -  
t i o n .  The p l ay  i n  h i s  t r a n s l a t i o n  was presented tw ice  on the Wisconsin 
campus, once as a feature of t he  Modern Language Assoc ia t ion program when 
they met one summer i n  Madison. The r o l e  o f  P leber io  was on one occasion 
very e f f e c t i v e l y  presented by t he  t r a n s l a t o r .  

It i s  noteworthy t h a t  Professor Sinqleton devoted h i s  scho l arsh i  p t o  
t he  g rea tes t  works and authors o f  e a r l i e r  Spanish l i t e r a t u r e :  the Poerna 
de Mio Cid, Juan Ruiz, the CeZestina, Cervantes, and G6ngora. His wide 
acquaintance w i t h  c l ass i ca l  and medieval l i t e r a t u r e s  provided a formid- 
ab le  background f o r  h i s  i n s p i r i n g  and cha l leng ing  teaching. I n  the 
course o f  h i s  many years a t  Wisconsin he guided hundreds o f  students t o  a 
b e t t e r  understanding o f  these l i t e r a r y  monuments and o f  themselves. 
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