
NOTA DEL EDITOR 

"por e p t r e  l a s  puer tas"  

"Something of  a bumper y e a r  f o r  &C. s t u d i e s  with t h e  appearance of 
. . . Celes t inesca  . . . I n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  fo lksy  t o n e ,  C i t l  i s  a new per iod i -  
c a l  deservedly a t t r a c t i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  schola rs"  (Year's 
Work i n  Modern Language S t u d i e s ,  39 Cl9771, p .  297). 

I l i k e  t h i s  assessment , o f  Ce les t inesca .  It means we must be  doing 
something r i g h t .  For i f  we can ,  i n  o u r  b i e n n i a l  s a l l i e s ,  s t r a d d l e  accept-  
a b l y  a l i n e  between formal s c h o l a r s h i p  and informal  exchange of  cur ren t  
information on one o f  our  f a v o r i t e  enthusiasm--"la  ce1estinesca"-- t h e n  
t h i s  boletfn-newsletter-journal w i l l  su rv ive  and grow. I s u s p e c t ,  t o o ,  
t h a t  t h e  broad coverage o f  t h e  Ce les t ina- insp i red  phenomenon which, i n  our  
j o u r n a l ,  spans almost f i v e  c e n t u r i e s  and invades e l l  l i t e r a r y  genres ,  must 
cont inue t o  s a t i s f y  and t o  arouse even f u r t h e r  t h e  c u r i o s i t y  o f  i t s  pub- 
l i c .  I n  t h i s  aim, t h i s  i s s u e  ought not d i sappoin t .  

Two i tems d e a l  wi th  t h e  t e x t  o f  E, Geoffrey West 'S e n t e r t a i n i n g  and 
en l igh ten ing  observat ions on t h e  s e x u a l i t y  of  t e e t h  and too thache ,  and Al- 
b e r t o  Forcada 's  f u r t h e r  argumentation t h a t  t h e  Act I " ~ e r n a r d o "  i s  t h e  
s a i n t  o f  Clairvaux. and not Bernart de Cabrera, t h e  XV-century nobleman and 
p o e t ,  a s  E. M .  G e r l i  had pu t  f o r t h  i n  t h e s e  pages ( v. 1, no. 2 :  7-20). 
Two o t h e r  no tes  t a k e  up modern s t a g e  adap ta t ions  o f  Rojas 'S g r e a t  work. 
One i s  Federico P e d r e l l ' s  unperfomed opera o f  1903, i t s  genes i s ,  i t s  con- 
t e n t ,  and i ts  sad f a t e .  I n  t h i s  same year  o f  1903, F.Fern&dez Villegas-- 
"~eda"--was prepar ing  f o r  t h e  s t a g e  t h e  f i r s t  dramatic product ion.  One o f  
i t s  s t a r s  was Amparo Vi l legas  who performed a s  Melibea. This g r e a t  ac- 
t r e s s  l a t e r  performed, i n  Alvaro Custodio's Mexican product ions o f  t h e  
'50s and '60s, t h e  r o l e  o f  Ce les t ina .  Custodio l a s t  y e a r  rev ived  t h i s  
v e r s i o n ,  and prepared an English v e r s i o n  t o  a l t e r n a t e  wi th  it on a Los 
Angeles s t a g e .  I n  Custodio's own commentary f o r  t h i s  number of  Celes- 
t i n e s c a ,  he shares  wi th  us  some of h i s  experiences i n  p r e s e n t i n g  c l a s s i c a l  
t h e a t r e  i n  d i s t i n c t l y  d i f f e r e n t  circumstances and w i t h  d iverse  audiences. 

The lone review i s  o f  t h e  new e d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Comedia S e r a f i n a ,  one o f  
t h e  e a r l y  i m i t a t i o n s  o f  E. The e d i t o r ,  Glen D i l l e ,  has  a l ready  shared 
w i t h  us  (v. 1, no. 2:  15-20) h i s  assessment o f  some important  p o i n t s  o f  
con tac t  t h a t  l i n k  t h e  two works. New a r t i c l e s  and books on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
LC continue unabated, a s  t h e  f i f t h  supplement t o  9 c l e a r l y  shows. To - 
t h i s  supplement I have appended an INDEX f o r  t h e  e n t r i e s  of  a l l  f i v e  t h a t  
have now appeared. It was prepared a t  t h i s  t ime  t o  respond t o  s e v e r a l  re-  
q u e s t s  f o r  one and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  use of  t h e  d i v e r s e  . m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  
a r e  catalogued i n  t h e  close- to-300 e n t r i e s .  

I would l i k e ,  however, t o  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  even more o f  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cornunity i n t e r e s t e d  i n  g. The goa l  o f  Ce les t inesca  
has  been t o  f i n d  i t s  way i n t o  t h e  hands of  a l l  who might p r o f i t  by it i n  
ways bo th  l a r g e  and small .  Notices have now appeared i n  Hispania,  W, 
i n  Journa l  of  Hispanic Ph i lo logy ,  Renaissance Q u a r t e r l y ,  Iberoromania, and 



t h e  MHRA b u l l e t i n .  We a r e  analyzed i n  t h e  PILA bib l iography  and t h e  BHS 
"Review o f  Reviews" a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  YTJMIS (noted above, p .  1 ) .  We w i l l  be 
on view June 24-27 a t  t h e  American Library Associa-tion Meeting i n  Dal las .  
I t r y  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  information s h e e t s  a t  a l l  meetings I a t t e n d .  You con- 
i t r i b u t e  with your recommendations t o  co l leagues ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and l i b r a r i e s .  
Some have even s e n t  g i f t  subscr ip t ions  t o  f r i e n d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  over- 
s e a s  co l leagues .  

S t i l l ,  we would l i k e  t o  reach o t h e r s  and I would very much welcome 
any o r  a l l  o f  t h e  fol lowing from our c u r r e n t  r e a d e r s :  

1- your b r ing ing  Celes t inesca  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of  new col leagues and s t u -  
den ts  with i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h i s  a r e a :  

2- your suggest ions f o r  ways i n  which we can reach  g r e a t e r  numbers'of E- 
l e s t i n i s t a s  h e r e  and abroad: 

3- your  forwarding t o  me news o f  any aspec t  o f  E - r e l a t e d  a c t i v i t i e s  which 
come t o  your  persona l  n o t i c e ,  sending copies  o f  o f f p r i n t s  o f  your  own 
a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  f i l e s ,  o r  copies  o f  p lay  programs, 
newspaper reviews and i n t e r e s t i n g  o d d i t i e s  t h a t  s t r i k e  you a s  r e l e v a n t  
Ca check of  t h e  Pregonero s e c t i o n  and t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  supplement 
w i l l  show t h a t  a l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  acknowledged. l ; 

4- your  asking publ i shers  t o  send Celes t inesca  copies  of  works r e l a t e d  t o  
LC f o r  review. - 

pledge a s  e d i t o r  w i l l  be t o  at tempt t o  fash ion  a l l  usable  informa- 
t i o n  i n t o  a worthwhile and compelling forum, and t o  have t h i s  up-to-the- 
minute b u l l e t i n  i n  your hands twice  a y e a r .  L a s t ,  b u t  not  l e a s t ,  I w i l l  
a t tempt t o  provide some of  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  and some of  t h e  fo lksy  m a t e r i a l s  
which b e a r  a c t i v e  wi tness  t o  t h e  cont inuing worldwide i n t e r e s t  i n  " l a  ce- 
l e s t i n e s c a . "  

Buedaos a d ios  


