
CELESTINES CA 

h NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

I 

CELESTINESCA, I am happy t o  repor t ,  has s u ~ i v e d  i t s  f i r s t  year  and . 
is  in  very f ine  shape f o r  a long and happy l i f e .  By t h a t  I do not mean t o  
imply t h a t  it has become a household word even among those f o r  whom t h i s  
spec ia l ized  information has high i n t e r e s t .  Nor do I mean t h a t  there  are 
enough individuals and i n s t i t u t i o n s  on the  permanent r o l l s :  there  are 
many more people who might well  want t o  receive it but have not y e t  heard 
of it. 

CELESTINESCA has had announcements i n  PMLA, Hispania, and La c o r h i c a  
and w i l l  soon have others i n  Library JoumaZ, Hispanic Review, and 
Iberoromrmia. Five subscription agencies handle it now and it i s  being 
abstracted fo r  the  PMLA bibliography and w i l l  be analyzed in the  Review of 
Reviews section of the B u l k t i n  of Hispanic Studies. Mass mailings have 
been segt  t o  the main l i b r a r i e s  i n  the US, England, Germany and Spain: 
more countries are scheduled t o  receive these mailings shor t ly .  It has a 
membership i n  the  Conferenm of Editors of Learned JoumaZs. What it does 
not have and can not y e t  supply i s  an adver t is ing budget. Which means 
t h a t  we w i l l  depend s t i l l  on the good opinion of i t s  current  subscr ibers ,  
those who teach,  t r a n s l a t e ,  and stage La Ceks t i na ,  t o  mention it t o  
others  who would be in t e re s t ed ,  and t o  encourage t h e i r  home i n s t i t u t i o n s  
t o  add it t o  t h e i r  holdings. 

This i s sue  adds two new correspmsaks t o  i t s  l i s t  of world-wide 
informants : WALTER mTTMANN w i l l  represent Germany and JACQUES JOSET w i l l  
be reporting on Belgium. Soon--it i s  hoped--there w i l l  be more from 
countries as  y e t ,  alas! , unrepresented. 

We a l so  have the  f i r s t  a r t i c l e  by a graduate student t o  appear i n  
these  pages: Carlos Rubio's close analysis  of the seduction pa t te rn  i n  LC 
as a s t r u c t u r a l  element. The b o k t f n ' s  continuing i n t e r e s t  i n  the  the- 
a t r i c a l  Ceks t ina  i s  noted in  Adrienne Mandel's review-commentary, i n  t he  
Pregonero sec t ion ,  a n d i n  the supknaento bibZiogr6fico a s  well.  Two 
a r t i c l e s  (by ArmisteadSilverman and by Bershas) show, us fo lk lo r i c  themes 
passing through Rojas's t e x t  and there  i s  a continuing i n t e r e s t  i n  serpen- 
t i n e  imagery i n  the  new note by -Deyermond (see the o r ig ina l  a r t .  i n  
CELESTINESCA 1, no. 1). And because we are s t i l l  new as a venture--and 
value the i n i t i a l  support which has guaranteed our continuance--I have 
added a small supplement of n-s t o  those of the i n i t i a l  subscribers t o  
our volume 1, published i n  November of 1977. 

. . 

I should l i ke  t o  mention two projects .  One i s  ongoing. The other  i s  
a p o s s i b i l i t y  fo r  the  future.  The f i r s t  i s  my own archivo of Ceks t ina  
s tud ies  which aims a t  future  completeness. This pas t  year ,  with t h e  a id  
of Alison Reeves and working only with the items from LCDB and i t s  supple- 
ments, I have managed t o  gather i n  copies of almost 85% of t h e  i tems,  
e i t h e r  through purchase, through xeroxing , or  through the generosity of 
those who send o f fp r in t s  of t h e i r  published e f f o r t s  touching on Za 
ce Zestinesca. The r e a l  u t i l i t y  of such a venture of course--in addit ion 



t o  t h e  b e n e f i t s  accru ing  t o  me i n  having eve ry th ing  at my f inge r t ips - - i s  
t h a t  f o r  some r e l a t i v e l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e  i tems,  it w i l l  be poss ib le  f o r  me t o  
provide o the r s  with copies a t  a g r e a t  sav ings  i n  t ime.  And with t h e  
p a s s i n g  o f  time I am adding t o  the  archivo with  abundant .mater ia l s  d a t i n g  
from before 1949, t h e  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  yea r  covered i n  LCDB. 

The second p r o j e c t  w a s  suggested t o  me by P ro fes so r  John K. Walsh of 
Berkeley. Whereas t h e  above se rv ice  might be more advantageous t o  Euro- 
pean and Latinamerican scho la r s  working with LC, t h i s  one would f u r n i s h  
u s e f u l  information p r i n c i p a l l y  t o  American scho la r s  [but t o  everyone 
should  it  appear i n  these  pages]. It involves t h e  ga the r ing  and pub l i sh ing  
of Cezestina m a t e r i a l s  i n  American l i b r a r i e s .  Such information as we have 
i s  s c a t t e r e d ,  with t h e  except ion of C. L. Penney's book dea l ing  with t h e  
m a t e r i a l s  a t  the  Hispanic Soc ie ty  [LCDB 691. It would make it e a s i e r ,  f o r  
example, t o  know t h a t  Pr ince ton  has a film of t h e  Lat in t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  LC, 
PornoboscodidascaZvs Zatinvs , t h a t  Berkeley can provide a f i l m  o f  t h e  
XVI-century Ceks t ina  cmentada, o r  t h a t  Texas can provide t h r e e  r a r e l y -  
h e l d  English t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  LC: Mabbe's of 1631; S tevens ' s  of London, 
1707, and t h e  lovely  i l l u s t r a t e d  one, "done by s e v e r a l  hands ," London, 
1708. Such informat ion ,  were it made more a v a i l a b l e ,  might even s t i m u l a t e  
new s t u d i e s  of r e l evan t  a spec t s  of LC. This would mean t h e  co-operation 
of many people a t  d i f f e r e n t  u n i v e r s i t i e s .  The e d i t o r  would welcome 
comments on t h i s  i d e a  and would l i k e  t o  h e a r  about any o t h e r  p r o j e c t s  
which CELESTINESCA could he lp  t o  i n i t i a t e  o r  t o  adve r t i se .  

F i n a l l y ,  t o  a l l  those  who have w r i t t e n ,  s e n t  m a t e r i a l s ,  subscr ip-  
t i o n s ,  encouragement, and comments s i n c e  t h e  appearance o f  Vol. 1, no. 2 ,  
q y  warmest thanks.  


